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10 Bites 


Lesser Grating gearhound Peaches Super muff big fuzz John Schott Angelic elegist 

16 Go To Commercial 

From Raymond Scott’s Manhattan Research Inc to Michael Jackson's jheri curl catching fire, advertising has 
placed taxing demands on musicians’ ingenuity and skill. By Ken Hollings 

18 Secret Museum Of Mankind 

Drawing upon his treasure trove of ancient vinyl relics and arcane instruments, postman Pat Conte conducts 
CD stances that summon the musical spirits and ghosts of long lost worlds. By Richard Henderson 

26 Tortoise 

Climbing out of their shells, Chicago's premier post-rockere reveal to David Keenan how their new album 


34 Bob Ostertag’s Yugoslavian Diary 



In these exclusive diary extracts, the American composer/improvisor goes behind Serbian line 
audience and police hostility while attempting to perform a work about the NATO bombings 


42 The Primer: The Residents 


Edwin Pouncey peers into the famous eyeballs to explore the adventurous, satirical and groundbreaking 
sonic world of the Californian group that has defied attempts to unmask them for three decades 

50 Invisible Jukebox: Gary Lucas 

The former Captain Beefheart guitarist screams and crows about records by Charles Mingus, Dr Nerve, 
Marti SebestySn, Jeff Buckley, Tisziji Munoz, Leonard Bernstein and more. Tested by Mike Barnes 
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54 Soundcheck February’s selected albums and singles, including new releases from Thomas Brinkmann, 
Brokeback, Cosey Fanni Tutti, Loren MazzaCane Connors, Vladislav Delay, Burnt Friedman, Keiji Haino & Derek Bailey, 
Hugh Hopper, Jan Jelinek, Elvin Jones, Thomas Lehn, Marday/Moore/Ranaldo, Ennio Morricone, Toshimaru Nakamura, 
Stacey Pullen, Reynols, Ruins, 2nd Gen, Wadada Leo Smith, David Thomas & Two Pale Boys, Keith Tippett, Tortoise, Jah 
Wobble & Evan Parker, Warhorse and more 76 Print Run New music books: A life and death study of Tim and 
Jeff Buckley; The history of recording; Jazzy literary theory; Free jazz rabble rousing; The life of Leon ThSremin 
82 Multimedia Peter Shapiro meets Ian Helliwell, Brighton’s maverick film maker and soundtracker 
84 On Location Japanorama in Exeter: Ata Tak in Berlin; A Silver Mt Zion in Glasgow; Magnetic Fields in London 


4 Special Announcement 6 Letters 14 Global Ear Biba Kopf gets plucky with Tsugaru 

shamisen 12 Bitstream News from music’s outer limits 75 Charts 80 Label Directory 

88 Out There February’s selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 96 Back Issues 
97 Subscribe and get FREE CDs or FREE mags! 98 Epiphanies Dave Mandl’s debt to Public Servants 
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Outside The Circle Off Fire 

A night of sonic zoology featuring 

Chris Watson Ex-Cabaret Voltaire member now specialising in 
documenting intimate aural encounters with the animal world 
equipped with the audio equivalent of a zoom lens. His CD 
Outside The Circle Of Fire (Touch) won a Special Jury Prize at 
Vienna's Ars Electronics Festival 2000 

Touch, publisher of Vagabond magazine, writer and groundbreaking 
graphic designer presents a selection of Touch films 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1F 7NA, UK 
Fax; +44 (0)20 7287 4767, e-mail: letters@thewire.co.uk 
Please include a full name and address 



I see in the Bitstream column [The Wire 203) that you 



Certainly I have experienced some very off-putting 


fanbase alike, but the main reason is actually a bit more 
have prevented me from being able to spend 'hands- 


would become. Some people will translate that 
statement as ‘it wasn’t making enough money 1 , and in 
all probability it wouldn't have done. So, if you like, I’ll 
play the role of big bad businessman (on my turnover?) 
and plead guilty as charged to that one, even though it 
was hardly the point. After all, if I’d gone corporate, I’d 
probably have gotten more help and money than would 

However, I must point out that any suggestion of ego 


ego thing: it was all three of us being properly cautious 
about the complex trade-offs that exist between 
reputation, quality and profit I’m sure you’ll all have 
heard this one before, but truthfully, we three do 
remain very good friends. In terms of asset ownership, 
LivHouse was my label, but each of us knew it needed 
different inputs from each individual for the thing to 
work, and in that sense it was a very equal partnership. 
If saying we were not prepared to ‘play at it or to 
release something we weren’t all happy with just for the 
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KOLO 

"Diversions of Grandeur": 

www.c-fom.com/kolo 



electric birds 
the chase 12" 


www.etherdrag.com 



NEW ALBUM 


Featuring ‘10 Miles to go on 
a 9 Mile Road’ produced by 


This is a crackpot love 

letter to all those lost souls out 
there like me who won’t settle for 
wrong, but have no clue how to 
get to right’. - Jim White 

“Americana Album of the 

Month” Mojo Magazine 
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Horn the early ‘Audio Logos’ of Raymond Scott to The Jacksons getting burned by Pepsi-Cola, 
music and adverts have always experienced an uneasy relationship. Words: Ken Hollings 
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Encompassing a radio show, a Website and a 
series of historical ethnic music CDs, the 
Secret Museum Of Mankind preserves 
and materialises the exotic sound relics of an 
antique world unrecognisable today In New 
York, Richard Henderson meets the Museum’s 
curator, Pat Conte. Photos: Kareem Black 



The Secret Museum’s curator is a 44 year old postal worker named Pat Conte. It is in 
the basement of his home that the extraordinary cache of musical arcana resides. The 
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Never ones to turn turtle before a challenge, Chicago's Tortoise once again upturn 
expectations with an explosive fourth album, Standards , which comes draped in a desecrated 
US flag. David Keenan untangles their complex genealogy to reveal the hardcore roots of a 
group who wera'always ill at ease under post-rock’s apolitical banner. Photos: Frank Bauer 


































At the end of 1999, American musician/composer Bob Ostertag decided to tour his politically 
sensitive multimedia piece, Yugoslavia Suite, in the shellshocked regions of the Balkans. The 
following extracts from his tour diary detail his descent into a nightmare of mounting hostile 
reactions, police interference and technical disasters in the Serbian war zone 



















Tuesday 19 October: Back to Novi Sad 


left Novi Sad for Stockholm. He passed the job on to Elza, and Elza passed it on to the 
role of Balkan bureaucrats for a Hollywood B-movie They never smile They are stern 


. Sad. with Olya again < 
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primer 

A bi-monthly series in which we offer a user's guide to the recordings of some of our 
favourite musicians. This month, Edwin Pouncey takes a duck stab at unravelling the music 
and the mystery of Californian conceptualists The Residents. Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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guitarist/violinist/keyboard player Snakefinger (aka 
Philip Lithman) whose unique style played an important 
role In the group’s pre-sampling days. A veteran of the 
60s London blues rock boom, Lithman came into 


According to Cryptic folklore, Lithman! 

Snakefinger after playing an early ’audition night’ gig 
with the group in October 1971 at the Boarding House 
in San Francisco. During i 
violin solo, one of his fingers appe 


that today still sounds surprisingly fresh. Although out of 
print, the Night Of Desirable Objects album is well worth 
tracking down, as is the Snakeywake CD (UWEB 002, 



Beefheart protege Eric Drew Feldman. Although less 
manic in their approach, The Vestal Virgins provided the 
perfect backbeat around which Snakefinger coiled his 
unique songwriting, guitar playing and arra 


he Residents deeply. As the group released 
eiled helium balloons heavenwards in his 
the end of the service, they knew that a 
of themselves had also vanished into thin air. 













invisible jukebox 


Every month we play a musician 
a series of records which they’re 
asked to identify and comment 
on — with no prior knowledge of 
what they’re about to hear. This 


.of. 



Gary Lucas 

Tested by Mike Bames. Photc^Mattias Ek 
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Independence day: February’s selected CDs, albums and singles 
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in brief dub 

Reviewed by Steve Barker 

Roland Alphonso Something and the keyt 
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M bnGf electronica 

Reviewed by Ken Hollings Miro subtidai vmjnei 
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in brief global 


Reviewed by Richard Henderson 



& Kayhan Kalhor Night Silence 
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HI briGf outer limits 


Reviewed by David Keenan 

Christian Alati/Giuseppe the aggressive speed at which ideas are peaceful and nocturnal about the n 


In Gowan Ring Abend The peel off from the tonal centre mysterious occult power of secret spaces In re 


and awkward couplets in a manner that Angus Maclaurin Glass Music Originally released in a run of 600 


John Massoni with Sonic f n. 
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.on Going live: festivals, concerts, clubs in the flesh 
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February's selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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Dedbeat Weekender 
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SOCIAL 

ELECTRICS II 

BOVINE* LIFE Vs 

THIRD EYE FOUNDATION 

FUTURE PILOT AKA 
KOMET, KOHN 
AND MANY MORE 


fail! 

www.bovine.org.uk 



























































































































































Subscribing to The Wire is the best, and cheapest, way to make sure you receive copies of the world’s most 
eclectic and fee-thinking music zine. It also means you become eligible to receive a raft of fee offers that are not 
available anywhere else, beginning with.,, 



& CANADA -I Air V 


REST OF WORLD LI Air£60/US*100 O Surface £50/US$85 



Subscribe online at www.thewire.co.uk WIRE 

Tel +44 (0)20 7734 3555 Fax +44 (0)20 7287 4767 











































All these titles and more available from'Voiqeprint Mail Order: 

7 or a catalogue of current and future release^ please send SAE to : - • 

Order, Freepost DU409. F>Q Box 50. Hdughton-le-Spring. Tyne & Wear. DI-I5-5YP 
fct. ’ ' WWW.VOICEPPifrjT.CP.LlK • 



THE BOOK OF LEVIATHAN assembles the cream of Levi and Cat's adventures in a 160 pp full colour hardback, beautifully produced 
with wit and precision. It was Glen Baxter's Book of the Year in the Observer... but it is not just for Christmas - it’s for LIFE. 
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RIGHT AROUND THE WORLD 


TODAY’S SOUND TODAY 


“A PERFECT ENTRY INTO 
JAMAICAN MUSIC” 

‘THE MOST CREDIBLE 
COMPILATION OF REGGAE 
YOU CAN POSSIBLY BUY” 
“COMPILATION OF THE MONTH. 
100% ESSENTIAL” 


“COMPILATION OF THE MONTH. A 
COMPILATION OF UNBELIEVABLE 
QUALITY. AWESOME” 

“A WHO’S WHO OF JAMAICAN 
MUSIC” 

“AN ESSENTIAL SLICE OF 
MUSICAL HISTORY” 
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